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REPORT. 


» 


With  the  close  of  another  year,  we  submit  to  the  town  a 
statement  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  public  schools. 
We  do  not  however  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  go  into 
minute  particulars  as  to  the  different  shades  of  success  that 
have  attended  the  efforts  of  the  several  teachers.  It  is  very 
difficult  indeed,  in  making  comparisons,  to  do  exact  justice  to 
all.  Yet  we  are  confident  that  all  our  teachers  have  been 
faithful  to  their  trust,  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties ;  and  the  results  have  been  quite  satisfactory  on 
the  whole.  All  but  three  of  the  teachers,  employed  for  any 
length  of  time,  have  belonged  to  town.  Five  of  the  schools 
have  been  in  charge  of  the  same  teacher  through  the  entire 
year.  This  should  always  be  so  when  practicable.  Where  the 
same  teacher  is  continued  from  term  to  term  there  is  no  time 
wasted  in  ascertaining  the  capacity  of  the  scholars,  or  in  clas¬ 
sifying  them.  Besides,  it  is  often  hazardous  to  give  up  a  cer¬ 
tainty  for  an  uncertainty.  Yet  sometimes  a  change  of  teachers 
is  unavoidable. 

No  serious  trouble,  calculated  to  impair  their  usefulness, 
has  arisen  in  any  of  our  schools,  with  a  single  exception,  and 
that  was  of  a  temporary  character.  Finding  it  a  more  severe 
tax  upon  her  energies  than  she  had  expected,  the  teacher  of 
the  Grammar  School,  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  declined 
to  continue  in  charge  of  the  school  through  the  winter.  It 
was  deemed  advisable  that  a  male  teacher  should  be  employed. 
The  services  of  a  graduate  of  the  Bridgewater  Normal  School 
were  secured.  He  was  a  young  man  without  experience  in 
teaching,  but  well  qualified  intellectually  and  of  very  gentle¬ 
manly  manners.  It  was  confidently  expected  that  his  labors 
would  be  crowned  with  success.  Yet  as  the  result  showed 
he  did  not  possess  that  firmness  and  energy  of  character  re¬ 
quisite  to  the  management  of  this  school.  For  some  reason 


be  failed  to  command  the  respect  of  some  of  the  larger  boys, 
and  this  feeling  apparently  soon  took  possession  of  all  the 
male  members  of  the  school.  There  seemed  to  be  a  general 
conspiracy  against  the  teacher.  He  had  not,  to  use  a  homely 
expression,  the  11  pluck”  to  go  into  a  fight  against  such  a  com¬ 
bination,  and  therefore  at  the  close  of  the  first  week,  much  to 
our  surprise,  and  against  our  urgent  solicitations  he  resigned 
his  position.  But  it  was  doubtless  all  for  the  best  that  he  did 
so.  A  teacher  of  large  experience  and  of  indomitable  will, 
who  knew  no  such  word  as  fail,  a  resident  of  the  town,  was 
immediately  put  in  charge  of  the  school,  and  soon  taught  the 
scholars  that  their  first  duty  was  to  obey.  Having  learned 
that  lesson  there  was  no  further  trouble,  and  the  order  and 
proficiency  of  the  school  were  very  satisfactory. 

In  almost  all  cases  of  such  insubordination  there  is  an  in¬ 
fluence  outside  of  the  school-room  that  helps  sustain  it.  Yet 
we  are  not  sure  that  such  was  the  fact  in  this  instance.  Still 
we  have  seldom  known  of  such  difficulties  where  all  the  in¬ 
fluences  were  favorable  to  good  order,  and  a  hearty  support 
of  the  teacher  in  his  arduous  work.  To  insure  success  the 
teacher  must  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  the  commu¬ 
nity.  The  scholars  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  they  go  to 
school  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge;  for  their  own  especial 
good.  Hence  they  should  “  take  fast  hold  of  instruction,” 
and  willingly  submit  to  all  those  regulations  needed  for  their 
welfare.  Without  such  a  compliance  they  can  make  but  little 
progress.  The  older  pupils  should  set  the  example  of  industry 
and  obedience  to  the  younger.  Above  all  the  children  should 
be  made  to  feel,  before  they  enter  school,  that  the  teacher  is 
their  friend  and  not  an  enemy.  They  should  feel  that  the  teach¬ 
er  is  in  the  school-room  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  and  guiding 
them  in  their  course  of  study,  and  not  to  injure  or  abuse  them 
in  any  way.  Yet  they  must  also  feel  that  without  order  there 
can  be  no  faithful  study  or  commendable  progress.  We  had 
supposed  the  time  was  long  since  gone,  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary,  in  the  employment  of  a  teacher,  to  secure  one  who 
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was  able  to  flog  all  the  largo  scholars.  We  had  supposed  it 
was  generally  understood,  at  the  present  day,  that  the  great 
desideratum  was  to  secure  a  teacher  who  can  best  help  the 
young  to  surmount  the  difficulties  found  in  their  lessons.  Wo 
had  supposed  that  pupils,  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  years  of 
age,  too  old  indeed  to  be  reckoned  as  scholars,  would  have 
sufficient  respect  for  themselves  and  their  teacher  to  cheer¬ 
fully  submit  to  such  rules  as  the  good  of  the  school  demand. 
And  we  are  sure  when  they  reflect  upon  the  matter  they  will 
see  that  an  opposite  course  is  not  only  ungentlemanly  but  un¬ 
justifiable.  We  do  not  apprehend  any  further  trouble  in  this 
respect.  There  certainly  will  be  none,  if  all,  teacher,  schol¬ 
ars  and  parents,  conspire  for  the  best  interests  of  the  school. 
With  great  reluctance  have  we  alluded  to  this  matter.  We 
trust  a  word  to  the  wise  will  be  sufficient. 

In  some  cases  the  Superintendent  has  not  been  notified  of 
the  commencement  of  a  school  until  it  was  too  late  for  him 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  its  visitation. 
And  in  one  case  he  did  not  know  of  the  closing  examination, 
until  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  of  the  day  it  terminated. 
We  ask  all  whom  it  concerns  to  read  our  remarks  upon  this 
matter  in  our  last  year’s  report. 

We  are  glad  to  notice,  that  the  number  of  visitors  to  our 
schools,  during  term  time  is  on  the  increase.  These  visits,  of 
parents  and  others,  do  much  to  break  up  the  monotony  of  the 
school  and  awaken  an  interest  among  the  children.  The  whole 
number  of  visitors  during  the  year  has  been  two  hundred 
thirty  five.  The  whole  number  of  visitors  at  the  closing  ex¬ 
aminations  during  the  year,  has  been  four  hundred  seventy 
eight — twenty  eight  more  than  last  year. 

SCHOOL-ROOM  IMPROVEMENTS. 

We  briefly  called  the  attention  of  the  town,  last  year,  to  the 
need  of  better  arrangements  for  the  Primary  and  Grammar 
Schools,  as  also  of  the  High  School.  The  subject  was  brought 
before  the  citizens  at  the  April  town  meeting  in  1874,  and 
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referred  to  the  school  committee  for  a  special  report.  That 
report  was  presented  to  the  town  at  the  annual  November 
meeting,  which  was  very  thinly  attended,  and  its  recommen¬ 
dations  were  all  rejected.  Believing  that  some  action  of  the 
town  is  urgently  demanded  upon  this  matter,  we  hereby  in¬ 
troduce  that  report  entire,  in  order  that  all  the  citizens  may 
be  made  acquainted  with  its  contents.  It  received  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  all  the  committee  but  one,  who  was  not  present 
when  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  board. 

We  think  at  least,  a  committee  should  have  been  appointed 
(as  that  was  no  part  of  the  duty  assigned  us)  to  estimate  and 
report  the  probable  cost  of  the  improvements  we  recommend¬ 
ed.  The  matter  is  one  of  great  importance  and  some  improve¬ 
ments  will  have  to  be  made  at  no  distant  day.  Our  report 
was  as  follows  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : 

The  fifth  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  town  meeting  held 
April  4th,  1874,  was  in  these  words,  viz:  “  To  see  what 
measures  the  town  will  take  towards  furnishing  better  ac¬ 
commodations  for  scholars  attending  school  in  the  centre  vil¬ 
lage.” 

The  town  voted,  “  That  the  subject  matter  embraced  in  the 
fifth  article  be  referred  to  the  school  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  upon  at  a  future  meeting.” 

In  accordance  with  this  vote  the  committee  have  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing 

REPORT. 

On  an  examination  of  the  school  rooms  we  were  at  once 
satisfied  that  some  “  better  accommodations”  are  needed  for 
u  the  scholars  attending  school  in  the  centre”  of  the  town. 

The  Primary  school-room  is  very  dark  and  unpleasant.  It 
seems  more  like  a  prison  than  a  school-room.  In  fact  we 
have  no  other  school-room  that  is  so  unforbidding  in  its  as¬ 
pect,  and  uninviting  in  its  general  appearance.  In  addition  to 
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its  want  of  light  and  attractiveness,  it  is  too  small  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  number  of  scholars  now  connected  with 
the  school.  The  seats  snd  desks  are  old  and  inconvenient,  and 
especially  unsuited  to  the  comfort  or  convenience  of  the 
pupils. 

The  Grammar  school-room  is  not  quite  as  dark  and  dreary 
in  its  appearance,  but  in  some  respects  is  illy  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  best  interests  of  the  children  who  meet  there  for 
instruction.  The  seats  and  desks  are  as  inconvenient,  and  the 
whole  interior  is  in  no  better  condition  than  the  other. 

Again,  there  are  no  proper  means  of  ventilating  either  room  ; 
and  thus  the  health  of  all  the  children  is  jeopardized  by  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  good,  pure  air.  Hence  we  do 
not  regard  either  room,  in  its  present  condition,  as  suitable  for 
the  purpose  designed.  Some  changes  are  certainly  demanded. 
And  we  think  every  unbiassed  person  will  agree  with  us  in 
this  conclusion.  The  only  question,  therefore,  is  what  is  best 
to  be  done  ? 

There  are  two  courses  that  maybe  taken  to  meet  the  wants 
of  these  centre  schools.  One  is  to  extensively  repair  and  re¬ 
furnish  the  old  school-rooms.  The  other  is  to  build  a  new 
house,  with  ample  rooms,  proper  ventilation,  and  all  the  mod¬ 
ern  conveniencies  needed.  If  the  town  was  entirely  free  from 
debt  there  would  be  no  hesitancy  as  to  what  should  be  done. 
But  even  under  the  present  circumstances  there  are  some  se¬ 
rious  objections  to  any  great  outlay  in  the  way  of  repairs,  up¬ 
on  the  old  rooms. 

In  the  first  place  to  put  them  in  a  proper  condition  will  re¬ 
quire  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  as  the  whole  interior  of 
the  building  should  be  torn  out,  and  the  rooms  re-arranged 
upon  a  different  plan  from  what  they  now  are.  But  even  when 
that  is  done,  the  rooms  will  be  too  small  to  accommodate  all 
the  children  that  will  assemble  within  them.  And  if  the  rooms 
are  entirely  remodelled  we  see  no  way  of  making  one  of  them 
light,  airy  and  pleasant,  as  it  should  be.  It  must  always  be  a 
dismal,  uninviting  place. 
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Then  again,  there  is  no  play  ground,  for  the  children,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  building.  They  must  either  occupy  the  high¬ 
way,  or  trespass  upon  individual  property.  This  is  a  very 
serious  objection  to  repairing  the  old  rooms.  For  the  child¬ 
ren  should  have  some  place  for  recreation,  exclusively  their 
own,  away  from  the  dangers  of  passing  vehicles.  To  this  end, 
at  least  one  half  acre  of  ground  should  be  set  apart.  If  a 
suitable  amount  of  land,  around  the  present  building,  could  be 
purchased,  and  the  building  itself  could  be  removed  back 
from  the  street,  there  would  not  perhaps  be  so  much  objec¬ 
tion  to  a  thorough  repair  of  the  rooms.  But  we  suppose  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  the  requisite  amount  of  land 
for  a  school  yard,  in  connection  with  the  present  building. 
Even  if  it  could  be  obtained,  without  a  process  of  law,  its  cost 
would  doubtless  be  greater  than  to  purchase  in  some  other 
locality  where  there  would  be  less  noise  and  bustle  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  schools. 

Once  more,  to  repair  and  re-furnish  the  rooms;  to  move  the 
building  and  purchase  the  land  needed,  whereon  to  place  it, 
would  cost  nearly  as  much  as  to  build  anew,  in  our  opinion. 
And  when  all  this  was  done  the  school-rooms  would  still  be 
connected  with  the  building  used  for  town  purposes,  exhibi¬ 
tions,  festivals,  dances,  &c.,  which  sometimes  seriously  interfere 
with  the  exercises  of  the  schools,  especially  when  the  school¬ 
rooms  are  used  in  connection  with  some  of  these  gatherings 
to  which  we  have  alluded,  and  for  which  purpose  the  town 
has  voted  they  may  be  used,  on  certain  conditions. 

But  waiving  all  these  and  some  other  objections  that  might 
be  urged  against  the  present  arrangement  of  Town  Hall  and 
school-rooms  under  one  roof,  if  extensive  repairs  should  be 
made  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building  for  the  Primary  and 
Grammar  Schools,  we  should  then  have  made  no  provision  for 
the  High  School,  which  has  thus  far,  at  great  inconvenience, 
occupied  the  Town  Hall.  The  present  arrangement  for  the 
High  School  is  very  undesirable  and  unsatisfactory.  For  the 
school  has  from  time  to  time  to  be  suspended  for  a  day  or  two, 
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and  all  the  books,  temporary  desks,  &c.,  to  be  removed  in  or¬ 
der  to  accommodate  the  town  or  other  parties  who  may  wish 
to  occupy  the  hall  for  pleasure  or  profit.  Both  teacher  and 
pupils  now  labor  under  very  serious  difficulties  which  ought 
to  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  good  of  the  school. 

Unless  a  new  building  is  erected  exclusively  for  school  pur¬ 
poses,  we  see  no  alternative  but  to  finish  off  the  Town  Hall 
for  a  school-room.  Yet  that  would  leave  the  town  without  a 
Hall  for  its  own  meetings,  or  for  other  public  uses  for  which 
it  is  frequently  sought.  We  do  not  suppose,  however,  the 
town  wishes  or  would  consent  to  be  without  a  public  hall. 
And  w'e  would  not  urge  such  a  course.  But  we  do  urge  the 
separation  of  the  school-rooms,  if  possible  from  a  building 
where  the  schools  are  liable  to  so  many  interruptions  and  an¬ 
noyances  as  they  now  are. 

If  any  considerable  amount  of  money  is  therefore  to  be  ex¬ 
pended,  we  think  it  wrould,  in  the  end,  be  economy  to  do  what 
is  really  needed,  even  if  the  expense  is  somewhat  larger  than 
to  do  what  will  not  be  satisfactory  and  which  must  in  a  few 
years  be  undone. 

Hence  we  are  of  the  opinion,  all  things  considered,  that  it 
is  advisable  to  erect  a  new  house,  suitable  for  the  Primary  and 
Grammar  Schools,  and  for  schools  only,  in  some  locality, 
where  there  shall  be  ample  room  for  a  play  ground,  and  where 
there  will  be  no  interference  with  the  sessions  of  the  schools 
by  other  parties. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  lower  part  of  the  Town 
Hall  building  be  so  remodelled  as  to  provide  a  suitable  room 
for  the  High  School  and  two  ante-rooms,  which  latter  may  be 
used  when  wanted  in  connection  with  the  Town  Hall. 

And  we  also  recommend  when  these  changes  shall  have 
been  made,  that  the  High  School-room  shall  not  be  opened  for 
the  use  of  parties  who  hire  the  Hall  for  festivals,  dances,  ex¬ 
hibitions,  &c.  By  this  arrangement,  most  of  the  objections 
urged  against  the  present  state  of  things  will  be  obviated. 

We  think  it  better  that  the  High  School-room  should  be  in 
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the  present  building,  if  either  room  is  to  be  so  connected,  be¬ 
cause  the  scholars,  being  older,  are  not  so  much  in  need  of  a 
play  ground — because  if  the  hall  is  occupied  while  the  school 
is  in  session,  the  noise  will  not  disturb  the  High  School  so 
much  as  the  others,  and  because  it  is  desirable  that  the  small- 
ler  schools  should  be  near  to  each  other.  Other  reasons 
might  perhaps  be  given  but  these  are  sufficient. 

If  the  town  shall  see  fit  to  carry  out  these  recommendations, 
we  trust  the  better  accommodations  thus  provided  will  be 
satisfactory  to  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  centre  village. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  considera¬ 
tion. 

For  the  Committee, 

GEORGE  F.  CLARK,  Secretary. 


A  NEEDED  REFORM. 

We  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  evil  which  needs  a  speedy 
correction.  There  are  some  scholars  in  nearly  all  of  our 
schools  who  received  little  or  no  benefit  because  they  are  un¬ 
prepared  to  occupy  the  positions  in  the  classes  they  have 
taken.  Not  having  thoroughly  mastered  much  that  they  have 
been  over  in  their  studies,  through  irregular  attendance  and 
other  causes,  they  blunder  along  over  the  advanced  lessons 
without  any  real  comprehension  of  the  principles  involved, 
and  therefore  make  but  little  progress  from  year  to  year. 
What  we  mean  is  this.  There  are  some  scholars  for  instance, 
who  are  at  work  in  the  middle  of  the  arithmetic,  who  do  not 
understand  the  preliminary  exercises  they  have  passed.  They 
never  can  become  proficients  until  they  go  back  and  carefully 
review  the  more  elementary  principles.  We  have  urged  them 
to  do  so,  but  find  them  unwilling.  They  regard  it  as  a  sort  of 
degradation  to  be  put  back.  The  parents  not  fully  under¬ 
standing  the  matter  regard  it  in  the  same  light.  The  superin¬ 
tendent  and  teacher  are  embarrassed  by  this  state  of  things. 
Now  unless  the  pupils  and  parents  are  willing  the  only  true 
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course  should  be  adopted,  the  evil  cannot  be  remedied.  Some 
scholars  are  trying  to  work  in  the  written  arithmetic  who 
have  not  mastered  the  multiplication  table.  They  ought  to 
go  back  to  the  mental  arithmetic.  So  also  we  have  found 
some  reading  in  the  fifth  reader  who  ought  to  be  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate.  In  fact,  the  fifth  reader  should  not  be  used  in  any 
but  the  High  School,  and  even  there  it  cannot  be  read  by  all 
advantageously.  Children  are  anxious  to  read  in  the  biggest 
book  they  can  find.  This  is  commendable  if  they  are  prepared 
to  do  so.  Parents  also  are  desirous  that  their  children  should 
be  gratified  in  this  respect.  Nothing  is  gained  but  much  is 
lost  by  putting  the  child  into  a  class  or  book  he  is  not  quali¬ 
fied  for.  He  does  not,  and  cannot  learn  to  read  by  stumbling 
over  words  so  long  that  he  cannot  pronounce  them,  or  over 
sentences  so  intricate  that  he  cannot  comprehend  them.  Pa¬ 
rents  should  therefore  allow  the  superintendent  and  teachers 
to  direct  in  this  matter. 


BOOKS. 

In  some  of  our  schools  we  find  books,  especially  writing 
books,  that  are  not  sanctioned  by  the  committee.  This  is  be¬ 
cause  the  books  are  not  purchased  in  town  as  they  should  be. 
Pew  of  the  neighboring  towns  use  the  same  list  of  books  that 
we  do.  Hence,  to  secure  uniformity,  which  is  very  desirable, 
all  books  should  be  purchased  of  Mr.  David  Adams,  who  is 
authorized  by  the  committee  to  sell  those  prescribed.  Those 
bought  of  him  can  be  obtained  as  low  as  elsewhere,  and  will 
be  found  all  right. 

The  superintendent  and  committee  feel  that  some  change 
of  books  is  desirable.  Quackenbos’  Grammar,  now  in  use,  is 
almost  universally  condemned  by  our  teachers.  As  we  use 
Greene’s  Analysis  in  the  High  School,  it  seems  very  proper 
that  we  should  also  have  his  grammar,  so  that  the  teachings 
of  the  two  books  may  correspond. 

There  are  also  some  strong  objections  to  Guyot’s  Geogra¬ 
phy,  and  a  change  is  needed.  The  delineations  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  and  states,  on  the  maps,  are  very  defective ;  and  few 
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scholars  get  any  adequate  idea  of  the  bounds  between  states 
and  countries.  There  are  also  other  objections.  But  unless 
a  better  book  can  be  substituted  no  change  will  be  made. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

By  vote  of  the  committee  the  superintendent  was  directed 
to  procure  a  diploma  to  be  given  to  all  pupils  who  should  not 
be  absent  or  tardy  for  a  single  term  of  school.  The  result 
has  been  very  gratifying.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  names 
will  be  found  below  of  those  who  have  a  perfect  recorc|.  This 
is  eighteen  more  than  last  year.  Thirty -four  have  a  per¬ 
fect  record  for  the  entire  year,  which  is  nine  more  than  ever 
before.  Eight  have  a  perfect  record  for  two  consecutive 
years.  Four  have  such  a  record  for  three  years.  J.  C.  F. 
Wheelock,  has  the  honor  of  a  perfect  attendance  for  four 
years.  And  Levi  R.  Taft,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  tar¬ 
diness,  which  we  explained  last  year  as  no  fault  of  his,  has 
reached  five  years  of  most  praise-worthy  attendance.  We 
here  give  the  names  of  those  who  deserve  honorable  mention. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Fall . — Anna  A.  Aldrich,  Abby  S.  Barton,  Minnie  A.  Cole¬ 
man,  Mary  H.  Cunnabell,  Elizabeth  A.  Cromb,  Emily  E.  Darling 
Anna  W.  Gaskill,  Emma  S.  Gaskill,  Mary  E.  Morris,  Eva  Taft, 
Mary  L.  Taft,  Myrtie  Williams,  Charles  T.  Aldrich,  Samuel  D. 
Davenport,  Alanson  Freeman,  Nahum  Gaskill,  Clifton  W.  Ross, 
Silas  A.  Staples,  George  M.  Taft,  Levi  R.  Taft,  J.  C.  F. 
Wheelock.  21. 

Winter . — A.  Irving  Barrows,  Charles  T.  Aldrich,  Samuel 

D.  Davenport,  Silas  A.  Dudley,  Nahum  Gaskill,  Silas  A.  Staples, 
George  L.  Taft,  Levi  R.  Taft,  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock,  Minnie  A. 
Coleman,  Mary  L.  Taft.  11. 

No.  1. 

Summer . — Elizabeth  A.  Cromb,  Ellen  Curley,  Sylvia  A.  Hol¬ 
brook,  Lena  Miskill,  Catharine  Sculley,  Arthur  H.  Holbrook, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook,  Fred.  Holbrook,  Henry  Scisco,  Leonard 

E.  Taft,  Robert  B.  Taft,  Charles  Whitney.  12. 
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Fall. — Sylvia  A.  Holbrook,  Jane  Scisco,  Catharine  Sculley, 
Florence  H.  Taft,  Joseph  Morey,  Henry  Scisco,  Geo.  Whitney, 
Charles  Whitney.  8. 

Winter .  Catharine  Sculley,  Florence  H.  Taft,  Arthur  H. 
Holbrook,  Luther  W.  Holbrook.  4. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

Summer. — Jane  A.  Brown,  Joanna  Dwyer,  Bertha  Gaskill, 
Melissa  B.  George,  Nora  Nugent,  Ellen  E.  Quigley,  M.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Quigley,  William  E.  Cook,  Harry  C.  Gaskill,  Peter  Gaskill, 
Herbert  J.  George,  William  C.  Grow,  William  Kelley,  Thomas 
Kelley,  John  Nugent,  Oscar  F.  Wilbur,  Wendel  Williams.  17. 

Fall. — Jane  A.  Brown,  Anna  M.  Carlton,  Joanna  Dwyer, 
Jessie  E.  Grow,  Ellen  W.  Hastings,  Edith  W.  Hastings,  Ellen 
E.  Quigley,  M.  Elizabeth  Quigley,  Lena  Williams,  Ernest  B. 
Butler,  Horace  S.  Coleman,  William  E.  Cook,  George  R.  Ford, 
William  C.  Grow,  Harry  C.  Gaskill,  John  Nugent,  Fred. 
A.  Whiting,  Oscar  F.  Wilbur,  Wendel  Williams,  Eben  Wil¬ 
iams.  20. 

Winter. — Joanna  Dwyer,  Bertha  Gaskill,  Nora  Nugent,  El¬ 
len  E.  Quigley,  Albert  E.  Butler,  George  R.  Ford,  Harry  C. 
Gaskill,  John  Nugent,  Oscar  F.  Wilbur,  Wendel  Williams,  Eben 
Williams.  11. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Summer. — Myra  L.  Coleman,  C.  Augusta  Craige,  Nancy  C. 
George,  Addie  L.  Gunn,  Ellen  Barry,  Ellen  Cunningham, 
Frank  N.  Aldrich,  Christopher  A.  Davis,  Albion  A.  Gaskill, 
Milo  A.  Gaskill,  Walter  A.  Gaskill,  N.  Richard  George,  Waldo 
N.  Gardner,  S.  Hastings  Hayward,  William  K.  Whiting,  Hill 
Williams,  Berton  Williams.  17. 

Fall. — Mary  McCarty,  Addie  L.  Gunn,  Christopher  A.  Davis, 
Albion  A.  Gaskill,  Frank  H.  Lowell,  William  K.  Whiting,  Hill 
Williams,  Berton  Williams.  8. 

Winter. — Ellen  Barry,  Addie  L.  Gunn,  Etta  S.  Judson, 
Frederick  L.  Ballou,  Albion  A.  Gaskill,  Timothy  S.  Murphy, 

Berton  Williams.  7. 
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No.  3. 

Summer. — M.  Louisa  Allen,  Waity  Allen,  Charlotte  Allen, 
Harriet  Martin,  Eldora  Martin,  Enola  L.  Wilcox,  Ernest  L. 
Barrows.  7. 

Fall. — Harriet  Martin,  Eldora  Martin,  Frank  E.  Bailey, 
Ernest  L.  Barrows,  Irving  Murry.  5. 

Winter. — Mary  Allen,  Waity  Allen,  Sophia  Bebou,  Harriet 
Martin,  Eldora  Martin,  Enola  L.  Wilcox,  Ernest  L.  Barrows.  7. 

No.  4. 

Summer. — Abby  S.  Barton,  Alice  R.  Barton,  Anna  0.  Barton, 
Harriet  E.  Bates,  Ellen  P.  Bates,  Frances  S.  Perham,  Harriet 
S.  Wood,  Catharine  M.  Wood,  Laban  Bates,  Nahum  Bates, 
Fred.  W.  Bates.  11. 

Fall. — Alice  R.  Barton,  Frances  S.  Perham, Harriet  S.  Wood, 
Laban  Bates,  John  Sullivan.  5: 

No.  5. 

Summer. — Emma  E.  Aldrich,  Mary  L.  Aldrich,  Delia  Brough- 
ey,  Ellen  Brough ey,  A.  Josephine  Gaskill,  Emma  S.  Gaskill, 
Ann  M.  Hardy,  S.  Janet  Stoddard,  Arthur  L.  Gaskill,  Henry 
W.  Gaskill.  10. 

Fall. — Emma  E.  Aldrich,  Mary  L.  Aldrich,  A.  Josephine 
Gaskill,  Ann  M.  Hardy,  Arthur  L.  Gaskill,  Henry  W  .Gaskill.  6. 

Winter.-* Emma  E.  Aldrich,  Mary  L.  Aldrich,  Delia  Brough- 
ey,  Ellen  Broughey,  A.  Josephine  Gaskill,  S.  Janet  Stoddard, 
Arthur  L.  Gaskill,  Henry  W.  Gaskill.  8. 

No.  6. 

Summer. — Honora  Casey,  Caroline  G.  Ross,  Mabel  L.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Mary  F.  Richardson,  Alpha  Staples,  Jessie  Taft,  Dora 
Taft,  Fred.  A.  Albee,  Walter  Clark,  W.  Frank  Hayward.  10. 

Fall. — Etta  S.  Judson,  Hellen  C.  Judson,  Ann  E.  Morris, 
Caroline  G.  Ross,  Mabel  L.  Richardson,  May  F.  Richardson, 
Alpha  Staples,  Sophia  L.  Southwick,  Ruth  L.  Southwick,  Dora 
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Taft,  John  L.  Davenport,  W.  Frank  Hayward,  John  T.  Morris, 
Everett  Southwick,  Mason  Taft,  Fred.  C.  Taft,  Samuel  B. 
Taft.  17. 

Winter. — Ann  E.  Morris,  Mabel  L.  Richardson,  May  F. 
Richardson,  Alpha  Staples,  William  Daily,  John  L.  Davenport, 
George  S.  Carter,  Fred.  A.  Albee,  W.  Frank  Hayward,  John 
T.  Morris,  Fred.  C.  Taft,  Mason  Taft.  12. 

In  the  Summer,  84,  Fall,  90,  Winter,  60. 

PERFECT  ATTENDANCE  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

High.— Minnie A.  Coleman,  Mary  L.  Taft,  Charles  T.  Aldrich, 
Samuel  D.  Davenport,  Nahum  Gaskill,  Silas  A.  Staples,  Levi 
R.  Taft,  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock*.  8. 

No.  1. — 'Catharine  Sculley.  1. 

No.  2. — Joanna  Dwyer,  Ellen  E.  Quigley,  Harry  C.  Gaskill, 
John  Nugent,  Oscar  F.  Wilbur,  Wendel  Williams,  Addie  L. 
Gunn,  Albion  A.  Gaskill,  Berton  Williams.  9. 

No,  3. — Harriet  Martin,  Eldora  Martin,  Ernest  L.  Bar- 
rows.  3. 

No.  4. — Alice  R.  Barton, f  Frances  S.  Perham,  Harriet  S. 
Wood,  Laban  Bates.  4. 

No.  5. — Emma  E.  Aldrich, f  Mary  L.  Aldrich,  A.  Josphine 
Gaskill,  Arthur  L.  Gaskill,^:  Henry  W.  Gaskill.^  5. 

No.  6. — Alpha  Staples, f  Mabel  L.  Richardson,  May  F.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  W.  Frank  Hayward.^  4. 

Making  34  in  all. 

ATTENDANCE,  <fcc. 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  town  on  the  first  of 
May,  1874,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  as  returned 
by  the  assessors,  was  232.  This  is  7  less  than  last  year. 

The  whole  number  of  different  scholars  in  all  our  schools 
during  the  year  was  279,  which  is  2  less  than  last  year. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  all  our  schools  under  five 
years  of  age  was  10. 

The  whole  number  over  fifteen  was  41. 


*  Four  years.  t  Two  years. 


t  Three  years. 
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The  average  attendance  in  all  our  schools  was  211.4,  which 
is  four  more  than  last  year. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  in  all  our  schools  was  five 
less  than  last  year. 

The  average  percentage  of  all  cfur  schools  has  been  a  little 
more  than  87 — two  less  than  last  year. 

The  largest  percentage  of  attendance  was  in  the  fall  term 
of  the  High  School,  which  was  .9758. 

The  smallest  percentage  was  in  the  fall  term  of  No.  3,  reach¬ 
ing  only  .6724. 

The  largest  yearly  percentage  was  in  the  High  School, 
.9642. 

The  smallest  was  in  No.  3,  .7946. 

Four  schools  have  reached  a  higher  percentage  than  any 
last  year,  and  two  have  fallen  below  any  of  last  year. 

TARDINESS. 

We  are  sorry  to  record  that  the  tardinesses  have  increased 
sixty-eight  over  those  of  last  year,  reaching  the  number  of 
371.  In  the  summer  term  only  two  tardinesses  occurred  in 
No.  5,  while  in  the  Primary  School  there  were  twenty-eight. 
There  was  but  one  each  in  the  fall  term  of  the  High  School 
and  in  No.  5,  but  there  were  forty-two  in  No.  1.  There  was 
not  a  single  tardiness  during  the  winter  in  the  High  Scho.ol, 
and  yet  the  Grammar  School,  in  the  same  building,  had  one 
hundred  and  five.  More  than  half  of  these  were  confined  to 
four  scholars  none  of  whom  had  been  long  residents  of  the 
village.  Fifty-two,  almost  half,  were  connected  with  three 
members  of  one  family.  We  hope  no  such  record  against 
their  names  will  again  occur. 

LENGTH  OF  SCHOOLS. 

As  there  was  some  money  unexpended  last  year,  the  com¬ 
mittee  voted  that  all  the  lower  grade  of  schools  should  be  of 
uniform  length.  And  if  there  was  sufficient  money,  to  add 
one  or  more  weeks  to  the  length  of  the  High  School.  The 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  plan  should  be 


adopted  the  coining  year,  for  all  the  children  are  entitled  to 
an  equal  amount  of  schooling.  By  a  change,  in  1874,  of  the 
law  distributing  the  interest  of  the  state  school  fund,  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  carry  out  this  arrangement  without  any  addition¬ 
al  appropriation  from  the  town.  We  have  this  year  received 
from  said  fund  $256.72,  which  is  $112.45  more  than  last  year: 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE,  AND  OF  BOARD  OF 

EDUCATION. 

The  Statute  law  requires  that  a  copy  of  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Report  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  city 
or  town  clerk,  for  preservation.  Yet  few  towns  can  show  a 
complete  file  of  the  reports  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
These  reports  will  be  of  great  value  hereafter,  as  a  matter  of 
reference,  and  hence  if  for  no  other  reason  they  should  be 
carefully  preserved.  Having  been  printed  for  some  years 
past,  we  would  recommend  for  their  greater  safety,  that  they 
be  bound  into  volumes  and  carefully  kept  in  the  clerk’s  office. 
The  expense  of  so  doing  would  be  trifling  indeed. 

So  also  in  regard  to  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
As  a  most  interesting  yearly  record  of  the  schools  in  the  state, 
and  as  also  embodying  many  important  suggestions  relative  to 
the  perfection  of  our  school  system,  they  are  invaluable.  A 
complete  set  of  them  should  be  preserved  in  every  city  and 
town.  But  we  fear  the  requirements  of  the  law  are  not  gen¬ 
erally  complied  with.  The  law  orders  that  one  copy  of  this 
report  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  school  com¬ 
mittee,  to  be  by  him,  kept  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  and 
to  be  transmitted,  by  him,  to  his  successor  in  office.  The  pres¬ 
ent  Secretary  has  received  no  such  reports  from  his  predeces¬ 
sor.  The  law  also  prescribes  how  other  copies  of  this  report 
shall  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  of  the  city 
or  town.  And  it  explicitly  declares  that  these  11  reports  shall 
he  deemed  to  he  the  property  of  the  town  or  city ,  and  not  of  any 
officer,  teacher  or  citizen  thereof”* 

*See  Gen.  Statutes,  Chap,  40,  Sec.  10. 
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So  far  as  we  can  learn  no  complete  set  of  these  reports  is 
in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk  or  other  person.  We  hope 
an  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  at  least  one  set  of  these  re¬ 
ports,  and  have  them  deposited  in  the  “  Record  Building”  of 
the  town,  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
school  committee. 

TRUANT  CHILDREN  AND  ABSENTEES. 

Chapter  262  of  the  laws  of  1873,  requires  that  u  Each  city 
and  town  shall  make  all  needful  provisions  and  arrangements, 
concerning  habitual  truants  and  children  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  fifteen  years  who  may  be  found  wandering  about 
in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  such  city  or  town,  having 
no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  attending  school,  and 
growing  up  in  ignorance,”  <fcc. 

No  provisions  or  by-laws,  as  required  by  this  statute  have 
been  adopted  by  the  town.  And  yet  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  in  commenting  upon  this  law,  declares 
that  it  “  commands  the  towns  to  make  arrangements,  enact  by¬ 
laws,  &c.”  11  The  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  obey  it.”* 

The  committee  can  do  nothing  in  the  premises  until  the 
town  has  adopted  u  all  needful  provisions  and  arrangements” 
for  carrying  the  law  into  effect.  In  our  “  Returns”  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we  have  been  obliged 
to  say  that  the  town  has  not  made  the  provisions  required. 
We  therefore  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the  matter. 

We  also  wish  to  remind  “  every  person  having  under  his 
control  a  child  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  twelve  years” 
that  chapter  279  of  the  laws  of  1873,  requires  such  child  to 
be  sent  to  school  “  at  least  twenty  weeks”  each  year  under 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars.  It  may  be  necessary 
to  enforce  this  law  unless  some  scholars  are  sent  more  regular¬ 
ly  to  school  than  they  have  been  the  past  year.  We  trust, 
however,  when  the  requirement  of  the  law  is  known  it  will 
be  cheerfully  complied  with. 


*See  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  1872-3,  p,  133. 
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SCHOLARS’  WEEKLY  REPORTS. 

Some  inquiry  has  been  made  why  these  reports  have  been 
discontinued.  Our  only  answer  is  that  for  reasons  satisfactory 
to  themselves  the  committee  voted  to  dispense  with  them. 
It  was  evident  to  a  portion  of  the  committee  that  great  par¬ 
tiality  was  shown,  by  some  of  the  teachers,  in  making  these 
weekly  reports.  For  instance,  in  one  of  the  most  backward 
schools,  some  of  the  pupils  were  given  week  after  week  the 
highest  marks.  But  their  recitations  at  the  examinations 
would  have  led  no  one  to  suspect  that  they  took  so  high  a 
rank  in  their  lessons.  That  teacher  who,  on  the  whole,  showed 
the  most  discrimination  in  his  marks  gave  the  most  dissatis¬ 
faction  in  this  respect.  Some  teachers  seemed  to  act  upon 
the  idea  that  the  higher  the  marks  the  more  pleasing  it  would 
be  to  pupils  and  parents.  And  this  was  probably  the  case,  as  a 
general  thing.  Few  teachers  are  entirely  free  from  bias, 
hence  though  having  no  such  intention  they  do  not  always 
“  render  to  all  their  dues.”  This  creates  jealousy  and  ill  feel¬ 
ing  which  all  the  good  resulting  from  the  reports  will  not 
counterbalance.  The  results  of  his  observations  during  the 
school  year  of  1873-4  confirmed  the  superintendent  in  the 
opinion  that  great  injustice  was  done  to  some  scholars,  and 
hence  he  was  thankful  that  these  reports  were  laid  aside  by 
the  committee. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  High  School,  on  the  whole,  under  a  change  of  teachers, 
has  been  very  prosperous.  The  average  attendance  for  the 
year  has,  we  think,  been  larger  than  ever  before.  We  are 
pleased  with  the  fact,  that  while  fewer  scholars  than  usual 
from  the  other  schools  were  admitted  this  year,  more  of  the 
older  pupils,  than  formerly,  have  continued  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  its  advantages.  There  is  however  one  defect  in  the 
school  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  No  regular  course 
of  study  has  been  prescribed  by  the  committee,  but  this  mat¬ 
ter  has  been  left  principally  with  the  teacher  and  pupils. 
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Hence  the  the  superintendent  has  not  felt  like  dictating  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  studies.  Yet  he  feels  that  a  change  in  the  curric¬ 
ulum  would  be  much  to  the  advantage  of  some  of  the  mem¬ 
bers. 

One  great  object  of  an  education  is  to  develop  the  mind 
and  train  it  to  habits  of  consecutive  thought  and  careful  in¬ 
vestigation.  If  this  was  the  only  idea  it  would  not  be  of 
much  importance  what  studies  are  pursued.  Yet  as  many  of 
the  young  will  have  no  special  opportunity,  after  leaving  the 
High  School,  for  further  preparation  for  the  duties  of  life,  it 
is  of  great  moment  that  they  take  those  studies  which  will  be 
most  advantageous  to  them  in  adult  years.  Unless  preparing 
for  a  thorough  course  of  education,  we  think  no  scholar  should 
take  up  the  foreign  or  dead  languages,  the  higher  branches  of 
mathematics  or  the  sciences  until  he  is  well  instructed  in  the 
more  elementary  branches  of  knowledge.  Because  admitted 
to  the  High  School,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  he  must  lay 
aside  all  his  previous  studies.  For  some  are  admitted  who 
still  need  to  give  a  most  careful  attention  to  spelling,  writing, 
geography,  grammar,  history,  &c.  But  too  often  they  neglect 
these  for  less  practical  lessons.  If  we  can  change  this  state 
of  things  and  induce  most  of  the  members  to  choose  the 
studies  best  calculated  to  meet  the  daily  wants  of  life  we 
shall  take  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

HOW  CAN  WE  BEACH  THE  BEST  RESULTS? 

Is  a  question  that  forces  itself  upon  our  consideration.  There 
is  a  growing  conviction,  and  not  without  some  foundation, 
that  we  do  not  get  so  good  a  return  for  the  money  expended 
as  we  ought.  At  least  the  general  results  are  not  entirely 
satisfactory.  Many  of  the  pupils  when  they  leave  the  school¬ 
room,  are  not  properly  prepared  for  the  responsible  duties 
they  are  called  upon  to  perform;  Their  standing  has  been 
good,  and  yet  they  cannot  apply  their  knowledge  to  practical 
details.  There  is  too  much  of  a  mere  committal  to  memory, 
and  too  little  attention  to  a  full  comprehension  of  general 
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principles.  The  teachers  are  confined  too  exclusively  to  the 
narrow  routine  of  questions  in  the  text  bookstand  do  not  drill 
their  classes  sufficiently  upon  fundamental  truths.  The  teach¬ 
er  should  ask  numberless  questions,  outside  of  the  book,  so 
as  to  test  the  pupil’s  knowledge  and  be  assured  that  he  is 
master  of  the  subject.  There  needs  to  be  constant  drill  and 
repetition,  until  the  child  fully  comprehends  the  idea.  We 
want  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept,  until,  the  de¬ 
sired  result  is  reached.  The  teacher  must  explain  and  repeat 
till  the  light  dawns  upon  the  child’s  mind.  The  pupils  should 
also  be  required  to  apply  frequently  the  truths  they  have 
learned,  so  as  to  indelibly  impress  them  upon  their  memory. 
For  instance,  numerous  examples  or  “dictation  problems”  not 
in  the  arithmetic,  should  be  given  for  solution.  We  were 
.pleased  to  notice  that  the  Grammar  School  teacher,  during 
the  winter  wisely  pursued  this  method,  with  most  gratifying 
results. 

And  finally,  to  secure  the  best  return  for  the  money  ex¬ 
pended,  we  must  have  the  most  competent  teachers  ;  we  must 
impress  upon  scholars,  that  merely  to  appear  well  in  the  reci¬ 
tation  seat  is  not  the  great  object  for  which  they  attend  school; 
we  must  have  a  hearty  co-operation  of  pupils  and  parents  with 
the  teacher  and  superintendent ;  and  above  all  we  must  se¬ 
cure  the  regular  and  punctual  attendance  of  all  the  children 
upon  our  schools,  and  then  only  will  be  reached  the  results 
so  earnestly  to  be  desired. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


George  F.  Clark, 
Superintendent, 
Andrew  W.  Judson, 
Elias  T.  Bates, 
Ezekiel  P.  Gaskill, 
Homer  W.  Darling, 
Lowell  C.  Cook, 


School 

Committee. 


1875. 


Mendon,  March  29, 


BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  1875-6 . 


Ezekiel  P.  Gaskill,  1 

Chairman ,  >  Term  expires ,  1876. 
Homer  W.  Darling,  j 


George  F.  Clark,  1 

Secretary ,  >-  Term  expires ,  1877. 
Lowell  C.  Cook,  J 


Samuel  H.  Taft, 
James  M,  Newhall, 


} 


Term  expires ,  1878. 


Superintendent, 
GEORGE  F.  CLARK. 
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Fall. 

Ernest  L.  Scott, 

2! 

35 

34.2 

.976 

1 

$80  00 

$220  00 

$1  06 

Sch’l. 

Win. 

<1  4< 

3 

32 

30.5 

.95 

80  00 

240  00 

No.  1. 

Sum. 

Ada  A.  Fletcher, 

if 

40 

34. 

.85 

9 

36  00 

63  00 

Fall. 

(C  U 

H 

38 

30.8 

.81 

42 

36  00 

90  00 

$29  00 

600 

Win. 

4  (  (4 

2! 

34 

27.4 

.81 

28 

36  00 

99  00 

Primary. 

No.  2. 

Sum. 

Martha  G.  Whitney, 

2 

43 

39.4 

.915 

28 

34  00 

68  00 

Fall. 

44  44 
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44 

40.4 

.918 
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34  00 

85  00 

Win. 

44  44 

24 

38 

32. 

.843 

13 

36  00 

90  00 

50  90 

19  14 

Grammar. 

Sum. 

Mary  E.  Butler, 

2 

37 

34. 

.915 

7 

34  00 

68  00 

Fall. 

44  .  44 

31 

29.5 

.95 

23 

34  00 

85  00 
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C  E.  Elliot  Packard, 
f  Putnam  W.  Taft, 

39 

36.6 

.925 
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55  00 

128  75 

No.  3. 

Sum. 

Elizabeth  Cook, 

2 

19 

16. 

.843 

10 

28  00 

56  00 

Fall. 

44  44 

2± 

21 

14. 

.672 

20 

28  00 

70  00 

20  25 

Win. 

44  44 

2* 

17 

14.7 

.869 

18 

30  00 

75  00 

No.  4. 
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Sarah  L.  Bennett, 

3 

25 

24. 

.96 

10 

36  00 

108  oo 

Fall. 

Mary  M.  Fuller, 

4 

24 

22. 

.915 

16 

32  00 

128  OO 
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53 

No.  5. 

Sum. 

Cora  E.  Gaskill, 

16 

13.5 
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13 

9.7 
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200 
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George  A.  Thayer, 
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12 

10.7 
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28  00 

84  oo 

No.  6. 

Sum. 

Flora  Freeman, 

2 

30 

24.5 

.816 

8 

32  00 

64  oo 

Fall. 

44  44 

2 

35 

30. 

.83 

6 

32  00 

64  oo 

20  75 

6  00 

Win. 

44  44 

3 

39 

31. 

.80 

14 

36  00 

108  OO 

54  m.  15  d.  $2089  75  $136  10  $33  43 

Total  expenses,  except  repairs,  $2225  85 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


ASSETS. 


Amount  unexpended  April  30,  1874,  $220  93 

Town  appropriation,  1874,  1700  00 

Income  from  State  School  Fund,  266  72 

Income  from  Surplus  Revenue,  140  04 

Income  from  Dog  Tax,  120  60 

-  $2438  29 

EXPENDED. 

Teachers’  Wages,  $2089  75 

Fuel  and  care  of  fires,  136  10 

Balance  in  Treasury,  212  44 


$2438  29 


